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between modern and ancient Hindu music, it is-
probable that the music of Southern India is more, akin to
ancient Greek music than any other music remaining in the
world. Not only is this the case in respect of structure
and theory, but as regards the point of view from which
music is regarded. Of the Greeks it has been said that:

" Inferior to the moderns in the mechanical resources of the
art, they had made, it appears, a far finer and closer analysis of its
relation to emotional states ; with the result that even in music,
which we describe as the purest of the arts, congratulating our-
selves on its absolute dissociation from all definite intellectual con-
ceptions, the standard of the Greeks was as much ethical as
aesthetic, and the style of music was distinguished and its value
appraised, not only by the pleasure to be derived from it, but also
by the effect it tended to produce on character ".

Of this attitude Mr. Dickinson remarks:

"that moral effects should be attributed to rnusie and to dancing
and that these should be regarded as of such importance as to
influence profoundly the whole constitution of a State, will appear
to the majority of modern men an unintelligible paradox".*

An acquaintance with Indian music would make such
conceptions less incomprehensible. The fine and close
analysis of the relation of music to emotional states is
particularly characteristic ; and when we realise the part
that music plays in Indian life, how far more inseparably
it is bound up with poetry than is the case in the modern
West; how it enters equally into the daily life of king and
peasant, how it is felt to be the natural expression of all
deep emotion and finally how, as explained below, the
neglect or decay of Indian music is, as in the case of other
arts, inseparably associated with a loss of stability in the
economic structure of society, we may believe that Plato
spoke advisedly in saying that styles of music are never
disturbed- without affecting the most important political
institutions.

* G. Lowes Dick?nson, (The Greek View of Life.'